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INFORMATION SHEET FOR FOCUS GROUP 
PARTICIPANTS  

 

      
 

 

Purpose of the Study.   The study funded by Treoir (Information Service for Unmarried 

Parents) and is being undertaken for Treoir by Researchers in UCC, who are also affiliated to 

ISS21 (an institute in UCC). It is concerned with exploring the role of fathers, specifically 

unmarried fathers in sharing parenting, identifying the challenges specific to unmarried fathers 

seeking to or engaged in shared parenting. It also seeks to document good policy and practice 

to support shared parenting. 

   

What will the study involve? The study will involve interviews / focus group discussions with 

professional staff members and referring agents, who are perceived to have insight, knowledge 

and experience beneficial to achieving the research aim. The interviews / focus group 

discussions will take between 1 hour and 1 hour 30 minutes.    

 

Why have you been asked to take part? You have been asked because we think you have 

valuable insight, knowledge and experience towards achieving the research aim. 

  

Do you have to take part? We hope you agree to take part but your participation is entirely 

your decision and you will not experience any favour or disfavour regardless of your decision. 
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After you receive an information sheet about the study, you will be asked to sign a consent form 

if you wish to take part.  You will be entitled to keep a copy of both of these documents. You 

will have the option of withdrawing from the research before the interview / focus group 

discussion commences or during the interview / focus group discussion if you wish.  You will 

also be able to withdraw from the study for up to a two week period after the interview / focus 

group discussion. If you withdraw, the information provided by you will not be used and will be 

destroyed.   

 

Will your participation in the study be kept confidential?  If you are participating in a focus 

group discussion, your identity is likely to be known to other participants. However, you will be 

verbally alerted to the issue of disclosure in a group context and each focus group participant 

also be asked to observe confidentiality after the focus group discussion. The research team 

can confirm that your identity will not be disclosed in the research reported and the research 

team will do its utmost to ensure no clues as to any persons’ identities appear in the report and 

in other publications.   

 

What will happen to the information which you give? The data will be kept confidential for 

the duration of the study, available only to the research team. Physical data will be securely 

stored in a locked filing cabinet in the researcher’s (Elizabeth Kiely) office in UCC and electronic 

data on research team members’ password protected computers and laptops. On completion 

of the project, the data will be retained securely (on a password protected computer / UCC 

supported safe online storage facility) for minimum of a further ten years (as is required by UCC 

data retention policy) and then destroyed by the researcher (Elizabeth Kiely).  

 

What will happen to the results? The results will be presented in a research report. They will 
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be seen by the research team and the report will be read by others.  The study may be published 

in a research journal and the research findings will also be used in conference presentations 

and for the development of information guides on shared parenting.  

 

What are the possible disadvantages of taking part? We do not envisage any negative 

consequences for you in taking part.  

 

What if there is a problem? At the end of the focus group discussion, we will discuss with you 

how you found the experience and how you are feeling. If you subsequently feel distress, you 

can contact us – Elizabeth Kiely e.kiely@ucc.ie or Damien Peelo (Treoir) 

damien.peelo@treoir.ie and we will arrange for further support / assistance.   

 

Who has reviewed this study? Approval has been given by the Social Research Ethics 

Committee of UCC for this study to take place.  

 

Any further queries?  If you need any further information, you can contact either Elizabeth 

Kiely at UCC, e.kiely@ucc.ie or Damien Peelo (Treoir) Damien.peelo@treoir.ie 

 If you agree to take part in the study, please sign the consent form overleaf.  

[Over… 
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CONSENT FORM 

       
 
I………………………………………agree to participate in Elizabeth Kiely’s research study for Treoir. 

 

The purpose and nature of the study has been explained to me in writing. 

 

I am participating voluntarily. 

 

I understand that the focus group discussion in which I participate will be audio-recorded and I agree to 

participate on this basis. 

 

I understand that I can withdraw from the interview / focus group discussion, without repercussions, at 

any time, whether before it starts or while I am participating. 

 

I understand that I can withdraw permission to use the data I provide within two weeks of the interview 

/ focus group discussion, in which case the material will be deleted. 

 

I understand that anonymity will be ensured as much as is possible in the write-up by disguising my 

identity. 

 

I understand that disguised extracts from the data I provide may be quoted in the report and any 

subsequent publications if I give permission below: 

 

(Please tick one box:) 

I agree to quotation/publication of extracts from the information I provide in the discussion   

I do not agree to quotation/publication of extracts from the information I provide in the discussion   

 

Signed:  …………………………………….   Date: ……………….. 

PRINT NAME:  …………………………………….  

 


