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TREOIR Annual General Meeting

Treoir’s Annual General Meeting took place in our offices on Wednesday 15th June.  The 1st guest speaker of the day was Ann Marie O’Connor from the Planning Unit in the Department of Social Protection.  She gave a very informative talk clarifying the recent changes to the One Parent Family Payment.  The second speaker of the day was Brian Kiloran who is the Coordinator of the Information and Education Services with the Immigrant Council of Ireland.  He spoke about the legal position of children born in Ireland to non-Irish women.  A video of Brian’s talk is available from the front page of Treoir’s website, www.treoir.ie.  Treoir’s Annual Report together with a summary report is also available from our website or contact Bella on 01-6700120 to order a copy.
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Perinatal Statistics Report 2009

Ireland has the highest birth rate in Europe with a birth rate of 17 per 1,000 of population for 2009.  The average age of women giving birth in 2009 was 31.3 years and more than 27 per cent of women giving birth were aged 35 or older.  Only 3 per cent of births were to mothers who were aged 19 or under.  Of all women giving birth in 2009, 42 per cent were doing so for the first time, with an average age of 29.1 years for first time mothers.  Almost 24 per cent of births in 2009 were to mothers who had been born outside of Ireland.

Central Statistics Office  -  Yearly Summary 2010

There were 24,860 births registered as outside marriage in 2010.  This accounted for 33.7% of all births, an increase of 0.7% on 2009.  Of birth registered as outside marriage, 54% were 

registered by cohabiting parents.  The highest percentage of births outside marriage occurred in Limerick City at 55%, while the lowest percentage was 24% which occurred in Galway County.  A total of 2,019 teenagers had babies last year, 44 of these were aged under 16 and 8.6% were married.

Abortion Statistics

4,402 Irish women were recorded as having abortions in England and Wales in 2010.  The figure has fallen for nine consecutive years, down from a high of 6,673 in 2001. However, the number of older women having abortions has risen for the third year in a row.  A total of 836 women aged 35 or over had abortions up from 781 in 2009 and 720 in 2008.

Social Housing

The Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009 provides for a new process of housing needs assessment.  The Social Housing Assessment Regulations 2011 and amending Regulations came into effect on 1st April 20111.  There is now a standardised method of means testing applicants for social housing support.  You may apply for social housing support to one local authority only and this must be in the area where you normally live or to which your have a connection.  Once the housing authority decides that you are eligible it will then carry out an assessment of housing need.  This assessment may also be carried out if you have been in receipt of Rent Supplement for 18 months or more.  

For more information see ‘applying for local authority housing’ on www.citizensinformation.ie

Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance

There have been changes made to the arrangements for paying the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance.  These payments were automatically issued from the end of June and without the necessity of completing an application form.  If you did not receive notification of this payment by the end of June you will be required to complete an application form.  

You may be entitled to receive this payment if you have a dependent child and are receiving a social welfare payment, a HSE payment and/or on certain approved employment or training schemes.  

For further information see www.welfare.ie or LoCall 1890 66 22 44 or text ‘form BTSCFA” followed by your name and address to 51909 to obtain an application form.

Medical Cards

As of July 1st the processing of medical card applications has been centralised in Dublin thus removing the work from local health offices.  According to Paddy Burke head of the Primary Care Reimbursement Service in the Health Service Executive there has been a surge of up to 35,000 people a month applying for medical cards.  Around 5,000 of these are being applied for online and if eligible they will receive their cards within 15 days.  

Guidelines clarify social welfare for returned migrants

The Government has issued new guidelines to staff working in social welfare offices to try to prevent returning emigrants from being unfairly refused welfare under the habitual residence condition.  The new guidelines issued by the Department of Social Protection state: “Returned emigrants or retired missionaries who have chosen to resettle in Ireland should be considered to have their main centre of interest here.”  Minister for Social Protection Joan Burton said that the guidelines should make it clearer that returned emigrants are likely to be entitled to a welfare payment: ‘ There are no changes in the rules…but guidance will make it easier for staff to identify who is entitled to a payment.”  Irish Times 4/7/2011.

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA)

The Department of Children and Youth Affairs (DCYA) was established as and from 2nd June 2011 and the Minister for Children and Youth Affairs Frances Fitzgerald TD, took up a full Cabinet posting .
The following Units will transfer into the DCYA

· Irish Youth Justice Service (Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform)

· Early Years Education Policy Unit (Department of Education and Science)

· National Education and Welfare Board (Department of Education)

· Family Support Agency (Department of Social Protection).
The key role of the DCYA is to support the Minister in:

· implementing the goals of  the National Children’s Strategy

· developing policy and legislation on child welfare and child protection
· implementing the Children Act 2001
· implementing ‘Towards 2016’ commitments in relation to children's services.  

The Irish Association of Young People in Care

Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald recently launched  Empowering People in Care (EPIC). This is the new name and identity for the Irish Association of Young People in Care. “We feel that EPIC sums up our mission which is about Empowering People in Care” said Director Jennifer Gargan.  The Minister also launched the initial findings of a study undertaken by EPIC into the ‘Outcomes for young people leaving care”.  65 young people who left care were surveyed and the research indicates that:

· 26 of the 65 cited Social Welfare as their main source of income

· 26 of the 65 surveyed had mental health needs, with counselling identified as the most common type of health service that young people needed but were not receiving

· 13 of the 65 had experienced homelessness at sometime in the previous nine months

· 24 of the 65 had inadequate independent living skills particularly in relation to rent and budgeting.

Launching the research findings the Minister said that the importance of having an appropriate aftercare service is reflected in the National Aftercare Policy developed by the HSE.  It is hoped that the additional resource of 10 new Aftercare Worker posts will make a difference in rolling out this National Aftercare Service.
HSE Service for children in care

A NEW assessment and intervention service for young people in special care and detention will provide on-site specialist therapeutic care and intervene in crisis cases where previous services were not adequate.

The HSE’s Assessment, Consultation and Therapy Service (ACTS) will be a nationally directed and managed service located in Dublin with sub-teams in Cork and Limerick. The assessment service will ensure young people deemed at a high risk of coming into high support, special care or detention have access to expert multidisciplinary assessment to identify their particular clinical and social difficulties.  They will then be directed toward services that provide appropriate intervention for them and their families or carers to avoid admission into the high support, special care or children detention schools systems.

The HSE believes the service will begin by the end of the year.
Irish Times 28/6/2011
Arc Adoption
Minister for Children Frances Fitzgerald launched Ireland’s first accredited adoption mediation agency on the 30th May 2011.  Arc Adoption will provide assistance to prospective parents seeking to adopt children abroad.  Its chief executive is Shane Downer, former head of the International Adoption Association.  “Arc Adoption is committed to building child-centred and fully transparent adoption services so that children in need of permanent, loving and secure homes can find them in Ireland,” Mr. Downer said.  

Children can only be adopted from countries which have signed the Hague Convention.  The Convention seeks to ensure children are only adopted outside their country of origin when domestic adoption is not available and the process is fully consensual and free from financial inducement.
Irish Times 30/5/2011.
Magdalene Laundries

In its recently published report, the UN Committee Against Torture has said that the Irish Government should set up a statutory investigation into allegations of torture and degrading treatment of women committed to Magdalene Laundries. The Committee monitors states’ compliance with the UN convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.  A Government delegation answered questions on its record at public hearings in Geneva last month, which was the first time Ireland has taken part in monitoring by the Committee.
The Committee’s recommendations are not legally binding but carry moral authority, particularly for countries such as Ireland that pride themselves on their record of promoting human rights.  It concluded the State’s failure to regulate and inspect these institutions, where it is alleged physical, emotional and other abuses were committed, amounted to “breaches of the convention”. It also strongly criticised the State for failing to investigate allegations of abuse at the laundries.

Irish Times (7/6/2011)
Expert work group on abortion to be set up by November

On June 16th 2011, the Government published a three-page action plan stating that by November it would set up an “expert group”, to determine how it should respond to the Irish abortion test case at the European Court of Human Rights last year.  In this case, which involved a woman with cancer, the court ruled that Ireland had failed to properly implement the constitutional right to abortion established in the 1992 Supreme Court X case.

This judgment said there should be access to an abortion where a woman’s life is deemed to be at risk because of pregnancy, including the risk of suicide.
As a signatory to the European Convention on Human Rights, which is incorporated into Irish law, the Government must remedy any breaches of the Convention.  

However, Niall Behan, chief executive of the Irish Family Planning Association, said the Government’s decision “delays the implementation of the ABC v Ireland judgment. When it comes to abortion to protect women’s life and health, the Government is in danger of falling into the same pattern of inaction adopted by past governments.”
Irish Times 17/6/2011

Pregnancy At Work: A National Survey
Pregnancy at Work: A National Survey is Ireland’s first nationally representative survey of women’s experiences at work during and after pregnancy.  For the very first time, this survey provides compelling evidence that work-related reasons are a contributory factor in crisis pregnancy experience.  The survey was conducted among 2,300 women randomly selected from the Department of Social Protection’s universal child benefit register.  Of this sample

 

·      33% of women stated that their pregnancy with their youngest child was a crisis pregnancy

·      50% of the women who experienced a crisis pregnancy stated that financial concerns contributed to the crisis

·      27% of working women who experienced a crisis pregnancy stated that workplace factors such as ‘work plans’ or ‘work commitments’ or ‘concern about the reaction from employers or co-workers’ to the pregnancy had contributed to the crisis There is a strong link between experiences of unfair treatment at work and crisis pregnancy.  Women who experienced more than one form of unfair treatment were at an increased risk of experiencing a crisis pregnancy.

·      44% of pregnancies were a crisis because they were unplanned

·      28% of women reported that their pregnancy was a crisis because they

were experiencing relationship difficulties

Of the sample of women who worked during pregnancy (approximately two-thirds of the women surveyed):

 

·      71% said that their employers were supportive with approximately 48% of women receiving top-up payments from their employers and 41% of the women took additional unpaid maternity leave of up to 16 weeks.

 

Dr. Stephanie O’Keeffe, Acting Director of the HSE Crisis Pregnancy Programme said “In order to successfully fulfill government policy to reduce crisis pregnancy we must also recognise that when unplanned pregnancies happen, broader areas like employment policy, workplace culture and financial stability impact on how women react to the news of being pregnant and how they cope. Effective intersectoral approaches across diverse policy domains from employment, to welfare, to health are required to successfully reduce crisis pregnancy and to support the needs of pregnant employees, new parents and employers.”

The Survey was published by the Crisis Pregnancy Programme in conjunction with the Equality Authority and the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI).   To view or download this report see www.crisispregnancy.ie
“Supporting an unplanned pregnancy”

A series of Masterclasses is being organised by the Department of Adult and Community Education, National University of Ireland Maynooth in conjunction with HSE Crisis Pregnancy Programme.  The aim of these Masterclasses is to create an opportunity for professionals to gain more in depth knowledge and skills to resource them in managing the challenges that present around unplanned pregnancy.  After a consultative process three key areas have emerged as of particular concern: the issue of termination, working with minors and the role of the father.  These topics will form the basis of the classes commencing on the 16th September 2011.  The classes can be booked online at http://shop.nuim.ie/.  For more information contact Mary Corbally on 01-7083784 or mary.e.corbally@nuim.ie
The self-employed have rights and entitlements too!

The Citizens Information Board has published this new guide in response to an increase in the number of self-employed people accessing their services with questions about their entitlements.  Many have never had to access social welfare before but with major fall-offs in their business and income over recent years they are finding it difficult to make ends meet.   
The booklet also covers options for getting back to work or going back to education. There is a short section on dealing with debt for self-employed people and on accessing credit.   
The publication is available free of charge at your local Citizens Information Centre.  Log on to citizensinformation.ie to find your local Centre. It is also available by calling the Citizens Information Board on (01) 605 9000 or emailing info@ciboard.ie.  The publications will be available to download shortly at www.citizensinformation.ie.  

Link2B Active

Link2B Active is the name of a programme initiated by South Dublin County Sports Partnership (SDCP) that enables people on social welfare to get reduced fees for sports/leisure activities.  This includes children’s summer camps.  The programme is backed by the Irish Sports Council and is in the course of being implemented across the Republic.

Just enter Link2B Active into your browser to find out what’s available in your area.
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